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Book Reviews 79
Following Zwingli: Applying the Past in Reformation Zurich.
Edited by Luca Baschera, Bruce Gordan, and Christian Moser,
(Burlington, VT: Ashgate Publishing, 2014). 300 pp. hardcover. ISBN
9780754667964.

In studying the Reformation, it is often the case that emphasis
is placed on the roles of Martin Luther, John Calvin, and Ulrich
Zwingli. Of the three, Zwingli’s name may be the least recognized
even though he played a major role in the Reformation, especially in
Zurich. Moreover there is a dearth of scholarship detailing the years
following the death of Zwingli and scant research on the influence of
Zwingli on fellow humanist reformers. Following Zwingli is a well-
researched monograph edited by Baschera, Gordan, and Moser that
-seeks to remedy this void, provide enriching insight into the years
following the death of Zwingli, and explore how the generation that
followed Zwingli’s death reshaped Zurichers into new, reformed
‘Christians.

Following Zwingli is thorough in examining Zurich's new
approaches in theology, philosophy, biblical interpretation, and
pedagogy. However the editors have a complex and arduous task in
presenting a detailed yet concise work. The argument of the work,
albeit complex, is “that the distinctive nature of the reformation in
Zurich {can} only [be] understood when one is able to explain the
interaction” of various facets including biblical interpretation, church
traditions, and political forces (39). Following Zwingli asserts that
Zwingli led Zurich on the path of what will become Protestantism,
but the first two generations of the reformation solidified Zwingli’s
ideas and revamped the old Christian church into something new.
Because they continued the momentum started by Zwingli, Zurich
became one of Europe’s major Protestant cities.

Chapter one, which outlines the intent and chailenges of the
work, succeeds in placing Zwingli in the role of not only a charismatic,
religious revolutionary, but also a leader who paved the way for
Zurich reformers. The remaining chapters treat “the theological,
historical, and pedagogical” thoughts of key figures such as Heinrich
Bullinger, Rudolf Gwalther, Otto Werdmiiller, and Konrad Pellikan
(10). Furthermore the monograph explores how Zurich reformers
Wworked to e¢ennect faith and understanding to the ancient church.
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