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Student Organization Hazing Policy 

[bookmark: _GoBack]In accordance with the purpose and philosophy of the University of Louisiana Systems and the laws of the State of Louisiana, which include the belief that true fellowship can be nurtured only in an atmosphere of social and moral responsibility. Hazing is inconsistent with the responsibility of student organizations to conduct safe, constructive student development programs. Grambling State University is committed to the development of students through academic and extracurricular activities and in keeping with its commitment to a positive academic environment, does hereby unconditionally oppose any situation created intentionally or unintentionally to produce mental, physical, psychological, or emotional discomfort as well as embarrassment, harassment or ridicule. Participating in any form of hazing or allowing yourself to be hazed in any form is forbidden by any student(s) or organization(s) including but not limited to the Greek organizations, clubs, band and athletic teams affiliated with Grambling State University. The following definition has been developed to clearly inform the University community as to the position and stand on what is considered hazing at our institution. Definition of Hazing: 

“Any action taken or situation created on or off university premises (membership intake is explicitly not to take place off campus) to produce mental or physical discomfort, embarrassment, harassment, or ridicule. Such activities and situations include, but are not limited to:
1. Paddling in any form, slapping, pushing;
2. Forced inducement or the causing of another to consume any food, liquid or other substance;
3. Creation of excessive fatigue, physical and psychological shocks, kidnapping, coercion resulting in menial tasks being   performed;
4. Personal money being expended on non-permissible essential pledge/intake activities, wearing apparel which is conspicuous   and not in good taste (i.e., derogatory, racist, etc.), engaging in public stunts, morally degrading or humiliating acts, games or activities, having work sessions which interfere with scholastic activities, any other activities which are not consistent with fraternal law, rituals or policies from the respective state, regional, or national offices, or the regulations and  policies of this educational institution, using drugs and/or alcoholic beverages;
5. Apathy or acquiescence in the presence of hazing is not a neutral act; it is violation of this policy.”

Participation in any pledging or membership intake process activity must not be a mandatory requirement. Additionally, organizations cannot require physical examinations or any other requisites that are not sanctioned by the national body and the institution.

Penalties for violations of the Hazing Policy shall be assessed to fit the nature and degree of the offense.

Regarding any pledging or membership intake process, participation in the activities must not be a mandatory requirement.  Additionally, organizations cannot require physical examinations or any other requisites that are not sanctioned by the national body and the institution.  Candidates must not be taken off campus for any intake activities.  All activities must take place on campus.

It shall be responsibility of student organization members and pledges to report any acts of hazing or attempted acts of hazing promptly to the Student Clubs and Organizations Director, Director of Judicial Affairs, University Police, or the Vice President for Student Affairs in writing.  Cases will be handled on an individual basis. Failure to render and report may serve as sufficient cause for legal action against any person who fails to report illegal activity by individuals, clubs or organizations. 

Additionally, organizations and/or individual students found responsible for violating the Hazing Policy shall be subject to disciplinary action through the Office of Student Judicial Affairs. The prospect of a University judicial hearing does not prevent the possibility of criminal charges.
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